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‘Early Years Funded Entitlement’.
For 9 months – 5 years. 

All eligible working parents of children from 9 months – 5 years are entitled to, up to 30 hours of funded hours of childcare per week, term time which is for 38 weeks per year.
At Teddy Bears Day Nursery, we give the same consistent funding offer of 10 funded hours per day, up to 30 funded hours per week, term time for 38 weeks of the year throughout the whole nursery for all eligible children of working parents from 9 months – 5 years (Little Teds and Big Teds!). The months of April, August and December will continue to be charged in full.
Nursery settings do not have to offer funding. We can choose to offer no funded hours at all or just 15 funded hours a week. Some nurseries are discontinuing offering funded places for 3-year-olds, some are even considering not accepting 3-year-olds in their setting at all or limiting funding to only 4 hours per day.
[bookmark: _Hlk198213922][bookmark: _Hlk198214004]Government Funding is issued to cover the cost of Basic Early Years Foundation Stage provision. The Government Funding does not cover breakfast, snacks, two course hot lunch, enrichment activities, nappies, wipes, suncream and special crafts/ gifts home at special times of the year etc. At Teddy Bears Day Nursery, we also offer curriculum enriching experiences such as the Christmas party, Zoolab, Tapestry online learning journal, gardening, cooking, caterpillar growing, trips out, preschool graduation photographs, the giant tablet, and sports’ day/leavers’ picnic to name but a few! In order to provide these enriching “extras” which provide a stimulating and enriching environment for all 9 month – 35 month ‘funded’ children in our care, we ask for an additional service charge which is a voluntary contribution. For funded 9 month – 35-month children we ask for £5.00 per funded, 5-hour half funded day or £10.00 per full 10-hour funded day (£78.00 unfunded). For funded 3–5-year-olds we ask for £8.00 per funded half day and £16.00 per funded full day (£75.00 unfunded).
Yes, the additional service charge is voluntary, as it has always been, but without it you will be asking us to compromise our ‘Outstanding’ standards of childcare for funded children.
Although the voluntary ASC (additional service charge) is not a condition of taking up a “funded” place, without them we  have been advised by the Local Authority to adopt a two tier level of service: our current full service including the above enriching extras for people who have paid the charge and a basic level for those who haven’t. This is very upsetting to us and totally against our inclusivity ethos but is the only way to financially accommodate the new Statutory Guidance enforced on us by the Government. 
Many early years settings are under extreme financial strain due to recent funding changes by the Government, who are trying to squeeze the private nursery sector out of the market and into state schools. Some private nurseries are / will close down or withdraw funded spaces altogether. 
[bookmark: _Hlk198214227]Funded childcare is not free; it’s a great incentive to help families get back to work. Childcare in England has never been free, but it has also never been so poorly funded as it is now. We are aware of what a great incentive this is and desperately want to offer as many funded places as we can.



Should you have any questions or concerns regarding the voluntary additional service charge, or if you feel unable to pay £5.00 / £8.00 for a fully funded half day or £10.00 / £16.00 for a fully funded full day and /or want to opt out of paying it, please come and chat to Sue or Sarah who will ask you to sign an ‘opt out’ form (which will give you a full  list of activities and experiences that your child will not have access to and a list of foods and non food consumables  which you will be expected to provide on a daily basis, as dictated by the Government!).
It will therefore be assumed parents are happy to opt in if an opt out form is not requested.
From the term after a child is 9 months old, (Spring Term if your child is 9 months old before 31st December, Summer Term if your child is 9 months old before 31st March and Autumn Term if your child is 9 months old before 31st August), every child from 9 months to 5 years (from September 2025) whose parent(s) meet the eligibility criteria, is eligible for the ‘Early Years Funded Entitlement’. This means they can receive up to 30 funded hours per week for 38 weeks per year funded by the Government which will be shown on their monthly account for the relevant 38 weeks of the year.
The FUNDED hours are for 38 weeks a year, not 52 weeks.

The 38 weeks are divided over 3 terms as follows……….

Spring Term – 11 weeks January – March up to 330 funded hours.
Summer Term - 13 weeks May – July up to 390 funded hours.
Autumn Term – 14 weeks September – November up to 420 funded hours.
Totalling up to 1140 Funded hours per year.

For accounts purposes, the number of funded hours will be shown on your

Spring Term - January, February & March accounts, (the 11-week period) your April account will be charged for in full as this is not part of the 11-week period.

Summer Term - May, June & July accounts, (the 13-week period) your August account will be charged for in full as this is not part of the 13-week period.

Autumn Term – September, October and November accounts, (the 14-week period) your December account will be charged for in full as this is not part of the 14-week period.
	
	
Nursery Fees 0 - 23 months

	
Nursery Fees 2 - 5 years


	Morning 8.00am – 1.00pm

	£39.00
	£37.50

	Afternoon 1.00pm – 6.00pm

	£39.00
	£37.50

	Full day 8.00am – 6.00pm

	£78.00
	£75.00


The extra sessions per week will be charged for accordingly:


How to apply. 
[image: ]You can also use Tax-Free Childcare or Universal Credit for Childcare whilst claiming your 15 or 30 hours of childcare support. It can take 20 minutes to apply. You may find out if you’re eligible straight away, but it can take up to 7 days.  Once your application has been approved, you’ll get a code for funded childcare to give to your childcare provider.  You must reconfirm your eligibility every 3 months. If you apply more than 3 months before the term starts, you’ll have to reconfirm your eligibility in your account to keep your code valid. If you already have a tax-free funding account, you may have to wait until you reconfirm your information to apply for your code.  You can check the latest information about whether you are eligible for up to 30 funded hours of childcare a week and Tax-Free Childcare for you child/children on the Best Start In Life website.
Additional Services Fee – Voluntary Consumables
The Statutory guidance states:
‘Government funding is intended to deliver 15 or 30 hours a week of funded, high quality, flexible childcare. It is not intended to cover the costs of meals, other consumables, additional hours or additional services. Therefore, providers can charge for meals and snacks as part of a funded entitlement place, and they can also charge for consumables such as nappies and suncream’. 

Therefore, voluntary consumables charge per week to cover food, non-food consumables and extra activities will be charged as follows:

	Maximum number of funded hours per week
	Weekly consumable charge for 0 – 35 months
	Weekly consumable charge for 3 - 5-year-olds

	5hrs
	£5.00
	£8.00

	10hrs
	£10.00
	£16.00

	15hrs
	£15.00
	£24.00

	20hrs
	£20.00
	£32.00

	25hrs
	£25.00
	£40.00

	30hrs
	£30.00
	£48.00


	
The ‘FUNDED’ sessions are 5 or 10 hours long, up to 30 funded hours per week, term time only which is 38 weeks per year. The months of April, August and December are charged for in full as these months are not part of the 38 weeks. A voluntary consumable charge (please see chart above) is added to each funded child’s account (unless an ‘opt out’ letter has been signed) for each funded session.
 It will therefore be assumed that parents are happy to ‘opt in’ if an ‘opt out’ form is not requested.

A.M. 5-hour session 8.00am – 1.00pm
or
P.M. 5-hour session 1.00pm – 6.00pm.
or
Full day 10-hour session 8.00am – 6.00pm
All ‘unfunded’ children, and unfunded hours are charged at the daily am, pm or full day session rate all year around ‘without’ a consumable charge.




Charts showing the number of funded hours that will appear on your monthly account
[bookmark: _Hlk198305486]Spring Term; January to March (11 weeks of funding):
	Number of funded hours per week
attended
	Total number of funded hours per term
(weekly total of funded hours multiplied by 11 weeks)
	
Total number of funded hours per month as shown on your invoice 
(termly total divided by 3 months)

	
	
	January
	February
	March

	5hrs
	55hrs
	18
	18
	19

	10hrs
	110hrs
	36
	37
	37

	15hrs
	165hrs
	55
	55
	55

	20hrs
	220hrs
	73
	73
	74

	25hrs
	275hrs
	91
	92
	92

	30hrs
	330hrs
	110
	110
	110




Summer Term; May to July (13 weeks of funding):

	Number of funded hours per week
attended
	Total number of funded hours per term
(weekly total multiplied by 13 weeks)
	
Total number of funded hours per month 
(termly total divided by 3 months)

	
	
	May
	June
	July

	5hrs
	65hrs
	21
	22
	22

	10hrs
	130hrs
	43
	43
	44

	15hrs
	195hrs
	65
	65
	65

	20hrs
	260hrs
	86
	87
	87

	25hrs
	325hrs
	108
	108
	109

	30hrs
	390hrs
	130
	130
	130



Autumn Term; September to December (14 weeks of funding):
	Number of funded hours per week
attended
	Total number of funded hours per term
(weekly total multiplied by 14 weeks)
	
Total number of funded hours per month 
(termly total divided by 3 months)

	
	
	September
	October
	November

	5hrs
	70hrs
	23
	23
	24

	10hrs
	140hrs
	46
	47
	47

	15hrs
	210hrs
	70
	70
	70

	20hrs
	280hrs
	93
	93
	94

	25hrs
	350hrs
	116
	117
	117

	30hrs
	420hrs
	140
	140
	140


[bookmark: _Hlk198305319]

Please note, as it has always been, if the hours attended for a particular month are fewer than the funded hours given on your invoice, your invoice will be lower that month. This adjusts automatically over the term.
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